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manifeſted their deſires | to receive the wg 
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8 given among Men, W 1 


x A 1 Fhey muſt * Saved, WG it muſt needs be 
the greateſt Mercy to Mankind 16 en- 


ve 7 Joy PratGaſpel which reveals thisSavi- 
Free: e * our, & the Way to Eternal Life by Bim. 


400. 4 as (thoſe who are thus Fo bly favoured, ſhould 
1th all thankfulneſs acknowledge this Sovereign Di- 
1 of divine Grace, in revealing theſe Things un- 
te them, jo they ought, and if they have the trae Spirit 
4 Chrif and his Goſpel, will pity thoſe of their Fellow 

Y 


eatures who are deſtitute c A Means of Light, a 
ar periſning for lack of Viſio 
And. it is juſt matter 0 Ladd to think. NID 
e we are ſo. remarkably Bleſſed with the Light and 
Grace of the Goſpel, there ſhould be ſo many Tribes | 
and. Nations of the Aborigines of this Land, within + 
or juſt upon our Borders, who do ſtill walk in Heath. 
evi Darkneſs, and dwell in the Region of the Shadow” 
Death, with little or no Light | ſpringing up unt 
them, unleſs what | ſome. of them have by the Romiſh 
Miſſionaries, which Light is but Darkneſs. 
And it is doubtleſs 10 our Reproach, as betraying” a 
want of that Gratitude to Chriſt, aud Love and Charity 
to. tanking: whith bis Grace teaches, that there” bas 
been no more done by US for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel among them, . Eſpecially when we conſiler" bös, 
much we have been outdone by the Prench, a ans. 
of the Church of Rome in this Matter.” Fur bow hall * 
ue anſwer it, bas when they bave been at ſo mus Cafh% 
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and Pains FARE” agating their pe lien, ws 
Been at ſo little for ho promoting that Religion Fo 
hrs before Gad and the Father. is pure Es undeflid. 
0 how ſhall they believe io him 6f whom they 
A have not heard? and how ſhall * hear 5 
= a Preacher } and how ſhall the Precch except they 
be ſent ? To which I may add, 155 Hall they be ſont 
- unleſs God. ſinds them? Fur Mes . qualified for this 
Mice are as it were with one Conſent: making their 
Aud it is God alone. That can inclin- the 
| — 6 78 to e ph in ſuch a difficult and Set 82 
whenever any 17 are in 
with Ty _ Zeal 7775 the Honour und tereſt of 
render Pity and fervent Charity to thoſF yo 4. 
well as ungaſpelized fg, as to live amang them and 
Pregeh the@oſpel to nbem, Gd 72 have the Glory of it. 
"= uch an One. we truft Mr , Sergent is, who 
mtwithſtanding the agreeable 'Buſi neſs be was in as 4 | 
1 Tutor of. Yale-College, and bis baving. 4s fair «proſe 
11 pect as any Candidate for the Miniſtry whatſoever,” to 
have an agreeable Settiement in any. uf the Churches 
„ that ſhauld need ger x I z Jet voluntarily devoted him- 
MH to the Service of Chriſt an d of. the poor Indians; and 
mare eſpecially tbæſt t hat are wk, ear Houffatontioe ; 
Aud nom with reſpect to this Tribe of Indians, 255 
-Namber- Situation, and other Circumſtances” wk ing 
| fo «them; ; and particularly tha Manner bow they 
. firſt to be diſpi/ed. ta receivs the Goſpel, aud 3 3 
SZergegt as a Miniſter, and Mr. Woodbridge as 4 
Se Maſter, were introduced among thin, and enter- 
tained by them, and the bopeful Proſpetts there are of 
the Gofpet's s. ſpreading and renin in thoſt dark and 
igu rant Parts of the Land, will beſt appear in a par- 
ticular Narrative hereof given by the Rev. : Mr. Stephen 
Williams of Springfield, in a Letter of June 24 1735. 
t Gentleman then in Boſton, which for the Enter- 
( cainment of the Reader, is bers . and is . 
ellen ie cf 
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MAN nnr. ASt D. 


HE Gehcefn“ you ſeemed to bave on your 
© Mind,for the Welfare of the Aboriginal Na- 
© tives of thisCounty: (when I laſt ſaw you atBaſton) 
© js the Occaſion, of my troubling you with ſome 


© Account of the good Diſpoſition there is in the River 


© 'Indians (as they are called) to receive the = + 
© -of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And here before, 1 


© of Indians (whoſe Prince or Chief Sagamore was 
© the late Etyusoum dne of the Indian Kings that 
went to Bugland in Queen Aun t Reign) live upon / 
© 'Hud/or's River: below Atany ; and their Bounds 
© extends Eaft; fo as to reach to Hou ſſatonnoe (which 
is the South«Weſt part of our Government) and | 
&'to'a Place called Weteoge (that is the North Weſt 
© of. ConnefFicut Government) ſo that thay live in, 
tlie three Governments. They are the moſt qu» 
- © rmierous Tribe of Indians that 1 am (acquainted 
© with. They can raiſe (I am told) three ot four / 
hundred Men. But having thus informed yauz 1 
II pfoceed to tell you, that there live ſeveral Fa- / 
©. mities of theſe Indians at Houſſatannat;; amongſt 
© whom there are two Indians of note, the ons is 3 
© named Cuntaupot, the other Umpecheny. Cuncaupot 
© hag been honoured by Governor Baines with a 
E Captain's Commiſſion, and Umpecbeny with a Lieu 
© tenant's. When they received the ahh Linn, © 
© (which was at Spring field; ini-May 1544) T made 1 
„them a Viſit,” and found them grave, deſirable; * 
< prudent Men; the Captain then 42 Fears of Age; 
* the Lieutenant 38. In Converſation with: hem 
41 found that Capt Cuntaupst was apprehenſive that 
Py pere 6f his Fore-fathers was not right: 
But e did not know how to think well of 
| *th th 2 'Ghriftiag Religion, - becauſe the - Chriſtians 
many of them) lead immoral Lives | improved/ 
mort time ' had with 2 in unn a 
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4 proceed, it is needful to inform yon, that this Clan „ 
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bout Religion, and removing their ObjeQions, 
© and asked them when I left them, whether they 
© ſhould be willing to ſee me at their own Country? 
* They ſaid they ſhould, and would go home and 
© tell their People what had been ſaid by me, and 
© the Rev. Mr. Hopkins, who was with me part of 
. © the time of converſing with them; I informed 
© his Excellency Governor BAIER, and the Ho- 
© nourable and Reverend Commiſſionets of the In- 
© dian Affairs, of this matter, who encouraged and 
directed my going up to ſee; them. And in 7ay 
_ © 14134, I went up to their Country, accompanied 
© with the Reverend Mr. Bull of Weſtfield. Capt. 
*. Cuncaupot, and his Kinſman Lieut. Umnpecbeny, ma- 


Y nifeſted great Joy at ſeeing us, They gathered 


© their People together the next Day, after we got 
© to Houfſatonnoc, with whom we diſcourſed about 
©" Religious Matters. They told us they would con- 
© fider what had been ſaid, and give us an Anſwer 
© ' in four Days; the moſt of which time was ſpent 
© in conſulting together, | conſidering and weighing - 
© what had been ſaid to them. When we met them 
© again, I preached a ſhott Sermon to them, which 
© was interpreted Sentence by Sentence. They 
etgave good Attention to what was ſaid. After the 
© Exerciſe was over, all that were preſent (which 
vas the Houſſatonnoc Families) gave in their Names 
to us; with their deſite that ſome Body might be 
' ſent to iniſtruct and teach them the Chriſtian Re- 
gion: Upon which I gave them a Belt of Wam- 
© pum, which they received as a Pledge, that I 
would do their Meſſage to the Governour, &c. 
lt would be too tedious, to give you an Account 
c, how they managed themſelves in their Debates 
on hat was offered to them; and what Argu- 
ments (we underſtood), were urged for or againſt 
© receiving the Chriſtian Religion. But I can't mit 
Jaforming you, we were told, that an Indian 
( hoſe Name is Bbeneger, and who has ſince made 
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5 N 
t . Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and receiyetf 
© Baptiſm) offered thus to his Counttymen, viz The 
Indians (ſays he) continue; ſtill in their Heatheniſm, 
rnorwithſtanding the Goſhel has been byo's ſa near them, 
© and they are greatly diminiſoed; ſo bat Gays hed 
« ſince my remembrance, there. wene Nen Indians, Where 
there is now! One ': But the Chriſtians greatly inaregſe 
and multiply, and Jpread ovet: tha; Land l, us thart= 
c fore leave our former Courſes and becom Chr eig, Nc. 
Soon after my return home LWent to H, d | 
© waited upon His Excellency;'and the Honourable. 
© Commiſſidners; who were ſo ſarisfied-with the ar- 
© count given them, that: they: deſired the. Rey, — 
© Bull and me, to lbok: out ſore ſuitahle Perſon, to 
© be employ'd as a Miſſionary, among that People. 
© We undertook: the Affair ; and Divine Proyigence: 
© led us to the learned, pious & ingenious Mr. Jen. 
. Sue, one of the Tutors of 4% Colleges, whom» 
God had inclined to ſuch a-ſelf-denying, difficult | 
Service. He went up to Houſſatunnae inte. 1/334 4 
© accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Bulli, to. introduce: 
E him. ' Wlen Mr. Sargent arrived at Hæuſſatunnar, 
© the Indians immediately fat up a School: hauſe, and > 
© 2 conſiderable cumber oß them began to lean theie 
Primers. Mr. Sargent (whi js: one of the woſßf ſui-) 
© table Perſons for ſuch buſineſs that Lknow'oh) was » || 
© very agreable to the Indians, got à great intereſt in 57 
© their Affect ions, ſo that the Captain & Lientenant 
each of them, ſent a Son with him to M- Hauen, 
© tho? at an Hundred Miles diſtance, to live with him 
© the Winter Seaſon (for Mr. Sargent returned to Col- 
© lege to take cate of the Senior Claſ). When Mr. 
© Sargent came away, Mr. Timothy Woodbridge went 
© up to keep the School, who ſpent the Winter with ) 
© them, who has done very good Service in bringing 
© them on in their Readiog, and in ſaſttucting them 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. Re taught 
* them the Catechiſm ON Watts, 2 A 
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In the Winter paſt; the whole Nation of the Ri- ö 
ver Indfans met by their Delegates at Houſſatonnoc 
os © to examine what the: Houſſaronnoc Indians were do- 
ing. "Capt. Cuncaupot, and Lieut. Umpecheny were 
© fearful they \ſtiould be frowned upon, and have Ob- 
„Jeckions caſt in theit way, which: they ſhould not be 
© able to remove, and therefore ſent to, ſome of the - 
© Miniſters defiring they would come up. The Rev. 
4 © Mr: Hopkins and I went up in the middle of Win- 
/ © ter to ſee them. There were aſſembled together 
9 2 hundred and fiſty or Two hundred Perſons, 
4 Youiig & Old aud among them C-r/air, the chief 
_ ecken of the whole Nation. I preached two Ser- 
© mons to them on the Sabbath. It was one of the 
[ * © graveſt, and moſt attentive Auditories that ever 1 
. © preached to. We had divers Conferences with the 
62 © Indians, and read to them a Letter from the Hon. 
Jobn Stoddard, Eſq; and endeavoured to anſwer - 
« en Objections, c. And ſo far ſatisfied thoſe 
[ © that came from other Places, that they thanked us 
©. for the pains we had taken; and deſired Mr. V, 
6 bridge might continue among them, and that Mr. 
0. < Sargent would return to them, and ſaid they would - 
7 give an account to their ſeveral Towns, of wh we - 
had offered to them, yea gave ns Encouragement + 
©[that they would as a Nation ſubmit to Inſtruction. 
©" S50n after we left them, a pleuretick Fever ſeized - 
c .ſeveral of them, and two of them died with it : - 
When they were Sick, they deſired Mr. Hoodbridge 
the School-maſter to pray with & for them. And 
_ ©: thoſe that died (before their Death) deſired mere 
might be buried in the Chriſtian Burying-place, and 
© 'afrer the Engliſh manner: And according to their 
c 'defire; they were; and without the Indian -How- 
© lings and Lamentations and Ceremonies. | 
- © Sometime in February laſt, they ſent a Letter to 
the Miniſters that had viſited chem, which was dicta> 
ted by them, tho' written by an Engliſhman : in it 
4 2 have theſe Expreſſions, We do humbly thank 
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* you for your care and kindneſs towards us in inſtruſts 
© :3ng us in the Chriſtian Religion; which we acknow< 
© Jedge to be the beſt Religion in tbe World ; "and the j 
© Religion which 'we intend to ftand by & follow as long © 
© as we live: Altho* there are à great many. difficulties j 
© in the way, yet we have no thought of giving our, &c. 
This was ſigned by Cuncauper, Umpecbeny, and fe- \ 
© veral others. In the Spring Mr. Sargent returned N 
© to them again, and was received by them with a 

© great deal of Joy. And he writes to me thus, Viz. } 
«© I find (I think) a better Diſpoſition in the Indians here, 

© towards -Chriftianity, than I left them in. The Scho- 
© lars, many of them, have made conſiderable Progreſs in 

5. their Learning: And the Number of them is 101; - = 
© to near Forty. | There is Buſine/3 enough for tua Men, 
6 &c. Mr. Woodbridge in a Letter tells me, that ſe- 
© veral Indians from other Plantations have come, and 
%% ᷣ AJC 
Thus I have given you a ſhort and imperfect 
Account of an Affair, that 1 have been ſomething 
© concerned in; and which has coſt me, with the 
© other Miniſters, ſome hundreds of Miles travel. 

© I have been ſolicitous for the Welfare of the poor » 
© Heathen, ever ſince I was a Priſoner with them, 


© and have withConcern obſerved the little proſpect / 
©. there has been of bringing any of them to receive 
© the Proteſtant. Religion, by our Miſſionaries at the /} | 
© Forts, where the Indians make but ſhort ſtays, 'and | » 
© are either drunk or buſy about their Trade, all rhe 
e © while they tarty. And the Indians that frequent / 
our Truck- Houſes, are generally ſuch as ate poi-) 
© fioned by the Jeſuits, who have a great aſcendant 
© over them; ag the Rev. Mr. Seccombe obſerves, ia / = 
© a Letter I have ſeen o? his, But 1 can't but think, /. = 
* there is a hopeful proſpect of much Good "being 7 3 
done to theſe River Indians, if prudent Meaſuſes ² 
are purſyed ; For they are well diſpoſed to receive ) = 
© the Chriſtian Religion; have never been poiſoned ': 
. © by the Jeſuits (for their Scituation is ſuch, that the 
 _ | 9 + Jeſuits 
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Sec, can't come among them, without paſſing 
14 V Albany). There are among them ſevecal Perſons 
© of good Morals, remarkable for their Truth, 


e Indians National Vice). They have anAﬀection 

) p or the Engliſh, &fpecially for thoſe who take pains 
© to Iuſtruct them. Their Children are deſirous to 

* learg'to Read, . very manner ly fince they 
ch ve been at School. 1 dont know What a Fund 

the Commiſſioners Have to ſupport theie Miſſona- 

c TY but Mr. Sagem and Mr. - Woodbridge ſeem very 

_ © willing to ſpend and be ſpent in this good Work, 
* if they can be ſubſiſted ſo as to be enabled to go on 

© with i l. Mr, Sargent it his laſt Letter co me ex- 

| © preſſes himſelf thus, J bope the Commiſſioners will 

£ ſupport Mr, Wöoodbrzag e aud me hore, o d that . 

Sy _ upon tbe V neſs wit bout Duſtructian; for 

77 all find a Door continually open to ſerve 

a 55 na ankind 1d ſine. good Effett. And 1 am 

8 * fatighie d that the honburable the Commiſſioners will 
be. willing, if they have a Fund ſufficient to do it, 

8 72 to anſwer elt other neceſſar Charges at Na- 

(© tith, Kc. But 1 can't but hope (ir the Fund is not 

* ſuſficient) that God will raife by owes vn increaſe 
„the Stock, ſince ſuch a wide, and (I hope) eff 

C8: Door is opened, and God His led to ſo ſuitable a 
© Perſon as the worthy Mr: Sargent, who has told me, 
( © he ſhould chooſe to fer de hisRedee mer in ſoch Sar 


* vice, if oye 1955 a Ne of Succeſs, rather than 
0. © any other W e difficulty of tie Service, the 


65 ee he es, dwellig in the Wilder- 


e d out of the Way of his learned Ac 
( (+ e v1 diſhearren and diſcourage ling eo 
© 8.2; Gentleman of ſuch Parts aud Eeaining; and 
14 605 'Ta;remarkable for his Piety, that any of our deſti - 
tote Churches would be fond of im, but he will 
95 not allow. any of them, to think of diverting thim 


| {rom the 1 good Workt he 15 AF bed in. 


| La 15 Vea and Temperance (tho Intemperance is 
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I have already exceeded the bounds of a Letter, 


S P R E FAE. c 


· but if what I have ſaid, be any ways grateful: to | 


6 you, or occaſion the af of any unto God, 
© . I ſhall heartily  xejoyce. 1 have endeavoured to 
f give you a plain Narrative bf Things; and you 
©. may make what Improvement of it you pleaſe, 
ou yourſelf, will eafiſy overlook my plain way of 
Writing: but ou muſt not expect that hat I write 


vill be entertainment for the curious, that are not 


| your obliged Friend,” x 
Au verg bumble Servant, u 


22 here art al > 2106 other Letters 10 the 7 * 4 
Colman, one from the Rev. Mf. H es 
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ü erue fer, wü 
. therefore with Dr. Celan s u Bord 7 1455 — 


bliſh [ome 35 raphs out 
| 6 19G Pardon or. ſuch, a Fr Bees dom. Da 


From Mr. Sargent's Letter, Ju- 3. ns. 


- Reverend Hir, 
"Hough Lam not ſo happy a to have much per- 


; *ſonalAcquaintance.with,you,yet your Known 
Cc er in general, and eſpecially your Relation 
to the Affair I have been ingaged in, has made 

me hope, I ſhall have your Pardon for the Trouble 
I now give you. 
f Tis but lately chat l have returned from Houſas 
t tonne; and I. doubt not but you will rejoyce to 
ebe informed of the ha ppy Succeſs, God has been 
5 -pleaſed-to-bleſs the eo Les with, that have 
been uſed to convert the Heathen there to the 
© Chriſtian Faith. The Deſign has hitherto ſucceed» 
bed beyond Expectation. They are I think now 
3 e teſalved to be Chtiſtians, and K an earneſt de- 

© fire to be taught The ee they ſtew for me 
is facpriſing ; and conſidering how much a Stran- 
| | | | 7 | Seer 
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6 ger Lam to them, their own barbatous OY 
© and how little 1 Have done to win them, there ap- 


' © pears ſomething more than humane in it. 


© I am very willing (if the Gentlemen Commiſſie- 
ners pleaſe) to devote my Life to the Seryice of their 
5 Souls. If God give ſucceſs in it, it will be the great- 
c'eſt ſatisfaction to me. — There is now, and T hope 
© will be Work enough, for two: I wiſh therefore 

© Mr. IWaodbridge may be maintained there with me. 

I am ſenſible that One Hundred Pounds®will hut 
| juſt pay the neceſſary Charges of living: for the Ne- 
| Leltardes of Life, are and muſt be dear in that re- 
s mote. part of the Country. But I make my ſelf 

eaſy in that matter, aſſuring my ſelf, that (if No 
$ be Money) theGentlemen betruſted with that affair, 
[ will do what is reaſonable. Money alone is no 

temptation to me at all, to devote my ſelf to ſuch 
22 a Life, yet tis but reaſonable, I think, to expect 

to be ſupported, ſo as to have no other care, than 
© to attend the buſineſs I ſhall go about. 

Some of the Indians ( perceive). have a mind to 


* be baptized : Cuncaupot eſpecially, who appears to 


me, to be well qualified for it. I have therefore 
# tho't it would be convenient I ſhould be Ordained 


concerns of College. I would gladly be informed, 
whether it will be expected I ſhonld come to Babel 


for that purpoſe, To be Ordained here will be 


c 
þ 
: ſpeedily ; at leſt as ſoon as I am diſmiſſed from the 
C 
« 
4 


1 * F Your done n Reverend Sir, 


New: Haves June 3. 1735. 


more convenient for me, and leſs expenſive. 
"TBS Lads I brought down with me, lived here 
© laſt Winter upon my Credit. The Charges have 

amouated to ſomething conſiderable; too much for 


tho“ were I able, 1 fhquld gladly? beſtow ny Money 


that way.—— 
© If you will be pleaſed to return a Line in anſwer 


* to theſe, I ſhall citcem it a great honour, and far 


o 
c 
© me, under 145 preſent Circumſtances, to bear alone; 
. 
c 


Nur meft Humble one Jeroen. 
From 


* 
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From Mr. 45 5 Letter 2 15 34. "0035. * 
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R. gs Indian Kehl matter at Heer 
45 ſatonnoc, upon ſome neceſſary buſineſs, left 
c His School, a few days, and has been Mir us. And 
© the account he gave is ſo encouraging, that Iam ſen- 
Able! it will be grateful to you, and therefore ſend it. 
He informs me that ſeveral of the Honſſatonnoc) 
ys Indians have lately been to the Weſtward as far as N 
© Sitobannab, which they ſay is ixHundredMiles, and 
© upon their return they ſay, that the Indians, thtd” -/ 
© that large ſpace, are generally diffatisfied with their 0 
© own ways of Religion ; A608 dre Giſpofed to inquire 
© after ſome other way of Salvation, than ever . } 
6) have been acqualnted witn. 
© He informs me further, that che River Indians * 
. (of which thofe at Houſſatonnoo are a part) fre- ; 
© quently viſit their Brethren at Houſſatonnde, take 
Steat notice of what is doing there; none of them ö 
oppoſe it, they generally approve of it: and many 
of them expreſs their deſigns of coming to ſettle” ) 
there; and ſome have put ſuch a deſiga in execu- 
tion already, and are upon the ſpot: 80 that the 
number of Scholars, now actually under Inſtruction 
is upwards. of Forty. And he adds, that he is per-) 
ſwaded, if the Indians could be accommodated ) 
* with a proper quantity of Land, there would, in a 
© little time, be a Congregation of ſevetal Huadtedt ) 
© of them worſhiping GOD there. 
© That the Indians at Honſſatonnoc chte in a 
© fixed reſolution to ſeek after knowledge in the 
* Chriſtian Religion, and to live in the practice of it; 
© and have made great proficiency for the time. 
That Capt.Cuncaup't ſeems to be overjoy'd to ſee *1 
© the good diſpoſition there is in his Brethren, to em- 
© brace the Chriſtian Religion. Religion ſeems evi- 
K * dently to be next his Heart : And he, with ſome} 
© others of them, gende to bo baptized, . 


1 


6 * That 


= | 8 | | 
* >» 


uit The PAREAGE.. 
( © 'Fhat: Lieut, Unpecheny's Wife and others, have 


* © wept more than once, upon hearing divine Truths: 
{ © And ſhe eſpecially has her Heart very much upon 
* this: Aﬀair, She is alſo greatly engaged in learning, 


\ © to read: She will not fail of reading. as often as | 
\ © apy Scholar; and urges. that ſhe may read a little. 


( © further; and a little further; ſo that Mr. Woodbridge, 
* tells, me, it grieves him to the very Heart, that he, 
\ {* is obljged almoſt to force her from him, that he 


( 5, may have time to hear the reſt. of the Scholars.,. 
Other Women there are alſo, Who diſcover much 
_ t © ofthe ſame good diſpoſition, via. the Captain's Wife, 


© the Lieutenant Wike's, Siſter, ccc. 

He further informs me, that there came an In- 

5. dian, a little while ago, from kae named 

* Nompeb, about Thirty Years old, a Man of very. 
©, fingular Gtavity, and began to learn to Read; he 
© knew his Letters when he came, and that was, 

_ ©-all;: He applied himſelf. to the buſineſs, with the 
© utmoſt attention, and has made great progreſs &c.---, 
FTheſe things give us reaſon. to hope that the Hand 

5. of GOD is in, and his bleſfing upon that. Aﬀair., 
© That it may ſucceed to the. laving, benefit of T thoſe, 

Poor Indians, is the ardent, deſire f 
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Such à general inclination E deſire as appears in thiſe, 
Indians to be Inſtructed in the things of God, and to be. 
taught to. Read, in order to their coming at a fuller know- 
ledge of theſe things, is ſo uncommon E ee 
there ſeems plainly to be the finger of Cod in it. And. 
the Honourable Commiſſioners who have tbe diſpoſal of the, 
Monies, annually ſent over, for the propagating the G- 
fel among the Indians, bave been ſo far pleaſed. with theſe. 
Accounts, that they have readily. done what. they thought. 
Preper, for the encouraging and ſupporting buth Mr. Sar- 


gent and Mr. Woodbridge in their reſpective . 
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( 
£ 
U 
C 
q 
7 
2 


le 


And a it was the's big biy proper, according to Mr, 


Sargent's propoſal, that be eu be Ordained ; ſo His © 
Excellency the Govexnous, who is at the Head" of the 
Commiſſioners, was pleaſed. ſo to order the matter, as to 
Baus 4 very favourable Oppartanity for it. For His 
Excellency having propoſed a Treaty at Deer field with 
Some of the Indian Tribes, be gave orders #0 the Indians 
at Houſſatonnoc to meet bim i here 61 accordingly the 
Governour, attended with a large 0 ee Ya Ho- 


nourabls, His Majeſty's Ciuncii, and Houſe of Rebtgſen- 
ratives, and many. her. Gentlemen, wal a Deerhel 
on. Auguſt 25 And that Week being taken. ub in tht 
Treaty. with the Indians, 9 the Prate & Rriend- 
Joip between us and them; and in giving aud receiving 
the uſual Pledges of it 3 and Mr... Sargent net coming 
10\Tows till the Friday Z 85 u 


12 vening, it Was judged proper to 
have the Ordination on t % Lord's B. we res 
cordingly carried on in the forenoon of the /aid DO) by 

the Reverend Mr. Williams of Hatfield, and the other 
Miniſters" then preſent, at the deſire, and ip the preſence 
of. His Excellency, and the honourable Gentlemen af the 

General Gurt, and others that attended bim_thither, to- 
gerber with the Aſſembly of Chriſtians aſudily meeting in 
that Place, and many of the Indians who ; Were graue 


\ 
- 


Spectators, of the Solemuity, and the Houſſatonnoc In- 
dians, ba ſut by rhemſelves, and attended throughout. 
the whole Servite with great Seriouſneſs; and were much 
pleaſed to ſee One whom they bad ſuch a love for, ſb ſus 
iemnly ſeparated to the Service of their Souls, n. 
The Service was carried on in the following order, viz, 
tbe Reverend Mr. Aſhley of Deerfield began withPrayer t 
and as by the Govgrnour's Invitation, I waited on bim / 
in'bis.'Fournty, ſ» by His. Excellency's Order nog 


the Sermon, which by His Authority and Influence is 
bere made publick : The Charge was given by the / 
Reverend Mr. Williams of Hatfield*: and tb Fetlow= 
ſhip of the Elders by the Reverend Mr. Williams of 7 
Springfield ; and the Exerciſe concluded with a Song ef, 
C » 3 | 


Praiſe : 


. 


xiv The 7 REF ACE. 


* Praiſe: be feilen "BintWifiow b of the Pedple in the 
Name of. the Lord, 2 "tbe Riverend Mr. Sargetit, - 
And oi; May this Servant of the Lord prove a 650010 
Veſſel to. bear e. Name among the Heatben, for many 
Nars 1 come { May bis Life and Health be' Precious in 
the ſight of. CG "Ma! "bt be filled with Wiſdom and 
Grace from 7955 in whom it. bas pleaſed the Fal ber bat 
all fulne/ſs ſbould dwelt ; und come laden to them with 
the Treaſures of 4 Glorious Gv/pel'! And may begwith bis 
beloved Companion iti! rhe Service and Patience of 
Jeſ us Chriſt, be inftrumentaF of ſpreading the Javing 
Lubwledęe of 0 and Chrift, boib far and near, emen 
LIG Nor Bae for ſo many Ages been in ieforante ! An 
as the Harveſt a increafe, may the Lord of” the Har- 
veſt tbruft forth more and more Laboureri inte it! N 
ihe Funds for the ſupport 1 orien ſuch be 
enlarged ; an may all ſurb as generouſly contribute to 
ſuch a noble deſign, receive an bungred fold in thisWorld, | 
and in rhe Werld to c(me life everlaſting 1-0 5 
' Finally ; May the Son or Gor mere > Fully than ever, 
rake the Heathen 155 bis Inheritance, and the utmoſt Ends 
of rhe Barth for bis Poſſeſſon . And may there be of 
every Kindred and Tongue and People 8 Nation, Hou 
ing forth the Praiſes of the Redeemer"! Tea; muy every 
knee on Earth as well as in Heaven, bow: af 755 Name 
Ya us, and every tongue confeſs, that Feſus Cbriſ is 
C ö 
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Fẽitted for the Maſter's. Uſe. 
Hh wart] Ar 1 
Bana 844 
| If 4 man therefore purge bimſel) 4 from theſe, be ſhall be 
; aveſſel unto honcur, 174 and meet for the maſter's 
e, and prepared unto tvery.good work. * 
S8 Ax great Apoſtle of the Gentiles is 
©, n giving many excellent directions, 
S. W earneſt exhortations, and ſolemn 
e 
. ** 


cautions and charges unto his ſon 
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99's Tim thy, in this as well as the fore» 
; going epiſtle, in order to his faith» 
fol, acceptable and ſucceſsful diſcharge of his e- 
ie deren 737 mene 
And among other things, in ſome of the verſes 
of the preceeding context, he cautions him parti- 
cularly againſt profane and vain 'babblings ; that is in 
general againſt all vain, empty, and impertinent 
diſcourſes in the diſcharge of the miniſterial office, &c, 
More eſpecially, it is a caution againſt his deliverin 
any falſe docttines, and ſpreading any errors in ing f 
by his Sermons; which inſtead of promoting true re- 
ligion, would only ſerve to increa/e unto more ungod=- 
line; and fill the world with corrupt principles, and 


LO 


falſe notions,to the deſtroy ing their virtue rather than ' | 
td the promotipgofie,4 = 59.5 (101 907 19 Barth 
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And here the Apoſtle to back his cautlon, inſtances 
in two that probably were teachers in the church, 


viz. Hymeneus and Pbiletus, who had erred from the 
truth, and were for teaching their error to others, 
which was this, vis. that the reſur rection was paſs'd al- 
ready, as at our Saviour's reſurrection; or by turning 
all that was ſaid concerning the reſurrection into meer 
allegory,making it intend only our regeneration, or our 
being raiſed to newneſs of life ; or that the refur- 
rection is only in procceition whereby the ſpecies is 
continued. 8 
And now ſuch erroneous doctrines, and ſuch falſe 
teachers, the apoſtle exhorts Timothy to ſhun & avoid, 
if he would be a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. But 


- 


upon it obſerves, That it was no great wonder, if there 


( were ſome ſuch hereticks and falſe teachers in the 


C 
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church; for it was no more than we ſhould meet with 
in any great Boule, veſſels, or utenſils of different 
kinds, ſome to honour and ſome to diſhonour; as in 
the verſe preceeding my text: In a great houſe (ſays 
he) there are not only veſſels of geld, and of filver, bus 


alſo of woed, and of eartb; and ſame to honour, and 


ſome to dihaucur. And then comes in the words of 


my text, If a man therefore purge bimſelf from” theſe ; 
(that is from theſe hereticks & falſe teachers; eſpe- 


cially from their errors and corruptions that he ſpake, 
of in the 16th, &. 17th verſes; or any other falſe doc- 


trines. and corrupt practices that would /ſubyert the 
fundamental doctrines of chriſtianity,) be hall be a. 


el unto banour, ſanctiſied and meet fur the maſter's | 


' #6, aud prepared unto every good orn. 
Here the apoſtle carries on the metaphor he had 
begun in the foregoing yerſes;; repreſenting the church 
of God under the ſimilitude of a great houſe, and 
Chtiſt as the maſter of it; and the members, eſpeci- 
ally the migiſters of the goſpel, as veſſels in it; which. 


if they would be veſſels unto honour, ſanctiſied and 


fitted for the maſter's uſe, and prepared to every good 


work, muſt be throughly. purged and cleanſed - 


I; 


firted forthe Maſter's Us 3 
It muſt needs be a deſiteable thing to. be veſſels 
unto honour, to be imployed in the high and honour- 
able ſervi that great houſe, which is the church 
of the living And they are veſſels unto honoue 


indeed, who are not only ſanctiſied, ſet apart and 
conſecrated to that holy ſervice, but are alſo fitted 


for the maſter's uſe, even prepared, qualified and dife 


Bu 


t now in —— to this, a man muſt be purged and 
cleanſed: if 4 man purge bimſilf from theſe .be Ae 
a veſſel unto boyour, 
This may ſuffice to introduce the ſcheme of. my 
preſent diſcourſe :.: And as for à fuller explication 
of the words, it ſhall be under the ſeveral obſeryati- 
ons which I ſhall-be obliged to ſpeak very briefly to. 
I. Obſ. The church of God is as it were a great 
houſe, of which Chriſt is the head and maſte.. 

II. Obf. Miniſters are as veſſels and inftruments for 
the uſe and ſervice. of this houſe. 


ſed to eve ry good work that he ſhall ſet them about. 


) 


) 


III. Obſ. Some of theſe are unto honour, and ſome ) 


unto diſhonour. ' 
IV. Obſ. The veſſels unto honour, are ſuch as be- 


ing ſanctiſied and ſer apart, are fitted for the maſter's 


uſe, even prepared unto every good work. _ 
V. Obt. In order to their being ſuch veſſels uata 
honour they muſt be purged &freed from many things. 
I. Obſ. Phe church of God is as it were a. great bouſe, 
of which Chriſt is the bead and maſter. 


/ 
L 


The apoſtle makes a compariſon berween the chore 


and a houſe, in the foregoing verſe, and carries on 


the metaphor in my text, ſpeaking of the veſſels and 


the maſter of the houſe.” And it is not unuſual for 
the Holy Ghoſt to repreſent the church of Chriſt un- 
der that ſimilitude? Sometimes the church is couſi- 
dered as à building it ſelf. Thus (ſays the apoſtle dq 
the church of Corinth) 72 are God's building, 4 Cor. 
3: 9. And particular ſaints. are called lively ſtones, 
that make up the building, 1 Pet. 2 5. N alfa as 
= Kenet, are built up 4 e — * the 
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z And conſidering the church as an houſe in one ſenſe 
or other, Chriſt is the owner, head and maſter of it. 


o 


* | | 1 Conſecrated Veſſe Un 


Rappy union of chriſtians in the principles and ptac- 
tice of faith and holineſs, love and charity, is \repre- 
ſented as the ſeveral parts of a building that are frat: 
ed with great etactneis, ſo as to come toge thet every 
wy e to its proper place. Eph. 2. 21. Ia uam tall the 
laing fitly'framed together, grometh into an holy temple 
is b Lr up been eee et 
But then at other times the church, when it is te- 
preſented undet the metaphor of an houſe, intends 
udt the building it ſelf, but thoſe that live in, and 
belong to the houſe ; even the family or houſhold. 
Thus we read of the hoùſe of Chez 1 Cor. 1. 11. of 
the houſe of Oneſipborus, 2 Tim 1. 16; which intend 
thoſe that belong to the houſe, even the bouſav/4.- 
Aud thus the church is called the heuſbeld of God, 
Epb. 2. 19. and the hauſbold of faith, Gel. 6. 10. So 
that we may indifferently conſider the church of 
Chir iſt either as the houſe it ſelf, or as the houſhold, 
even thoſe that make up the family of Chriſ. 


| Heb: 3. 6. But Cbriſt as 4 ſon over bis ou houſe, w 0 

bouſe are we, that is we chriſtians, if we bold faſt the 

) confidence aud the rejoycing of the hope firm unto the end. i 

So that the church of Chriſt is his hoùſe : He is the ( 
maſter, the owner and the governor of it. It be- 

longs to him by all imaginable right whatſoever.) |! 0 

This ſpiritual houſe, the church of God, is (Chriſt's. 5 

) by gift; for it is made up of thoſe whom the father c 

hath given unto him, Job. 1) 4. r. 

N They ate alſo his by purchaſe; for the church of tl 

God is what he has purchaſed with his own blood, 1 

Ads 20. #8: ile Men. niger ei end +1220 S032 ſo 

They are his alſo by conqueſt ; för it is by bis; al- dc 

mighty power and grace that they are reſcued out of, of 

| the hands of their ſpicirual enemies, hiot out of the of 

kingdom of ſu tan into the kingdom of theSonof God. ſee 

And then Jaſtly-; He is the owner tc maſter hereof; foi 

| | by tee compact and agreement; for evety one thay! 7 


comet 
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comes In to make a part of this ſpiritual hoaſe or to be ) 
one of the houſhold of faith, treely-ſurrenders. yp ) 
himſelf to him, abto his prince and;eulerg as well as 
ſaviour! They publickly own and profeſs him for 
thelt lord and maſtet and promiſe obedience to his 
Commands; ! 25 2iwignh) s ef üs! denne 
So accordinglyChtiſt acts as the head &maſter of this 
reat houſhold. He looks upon them as his partieu- 
at care and chatge, and gives his orders, directions 
and commands to a hem; even allithe laws, ſtatutes and 
ordinances of the Goſpel.¶ He ſets them their ſervice, 
and gives every one his work todo. And then as a 
good houſholder he makes proviſion; for his church; 
not only for their bodily, but for their / ſpiritual ſup- 
port and comfott. He takes care that they be fed 
with the btead of life. They eat and dtink at his ) 
table, and are cloathed with his righteouſneſs, as well 
as fed by his grace and he takes cate that every one 
has his portion in due ſeaſo n 
II. Obſ. The: Minifters of the Cel may be. and are 
cenfidered as veſſels or inſtruments in this bone. 
| I ſay veſſels or inſtruments, hecauſe the word uſed 
in my text for veſſels, ſignifies alſo any inſtrument, as) 
Cricicks obſerve eſpecially any inſtroments or uten- ) 
Is of a family, as well as thoſe; excavated ones that 
do more ſtricth/ go under the name of veſſelis. 
The miniſters of Chriſt are ſet forth under various 
characters, and their office repreſented. by very diffe- ) 
rent metaphors ; ſome! importing the honour, others 
the labour, and others tbe uſefulneſs; of their office. 
They are repreſented-ſometimes as angels, Rev. 1.20. 
ſomerimes as ſtars, Rev. 2. 1. . ſometimes as, embaſſa= } 
dars for Chriſt, 2 Cr. 5. 20. ſometimes as meſſengers. 
of the Lord of hoſts, Mal. 2; J. ſometimes ſtexards. 
of the myſteries of God, 1 C. 4. 1; ſometimes over 
ſcers of the flock or family of Chriſt, Act. 20. a8. 
ſometimes as Iabturers in the hat veſt, Mat b. 9. 38. 
ſometimes as watehmen, and at other times as ſeruants: 
And in cur text they are repreſented only as veſſels. J. 
2129 Or 
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A neren Taſſet 
in the houſe, for the convenience and ſer- 
vice of the houſold. vs | 


repreſented under th is humbling metaphor : For thus 
( fays the apoftle, à Cr. 4. J. We have this treaſure 
in earthen veſſels, (that is the treaſure of the goſpel,) 
that the excelency of the power may be of God, and 
not of vs And the apoſtle. Paul might well make 

( fe of this metaphor, becauſe the Lord himſelf, de- 
clares of him in particular, that he was a choſen vefſet 
unto him to bear his name before the gentiles, At, 
9. 15. So that miniſters may be looked upon, and 
oveht, in order to keep themſelves humble, to look 
opon themſelves but as veſſels in the houſe: And they 
may well be looked upon as ſuch ; for they are but 
as veſſels or inſtruments that the great maſter of the 
houſhold makes uſe of, for the benefit of his church. 
They are veſſels as they are of God's forming and 
not of their own ; and all formed and faſhioned as 
he-pleaſes ; ſome of larger and ſome of ſmaller'fize 
and capacity, juſt as ſeems good in his ſight, and will 
beſt anfwer tlie ſeveral uſes they are to be put to in 
Stocharch ... nega ern SE ov; 
Moreover, they are veſſels, as whatever is con- 
\ tain'd in them is not their own, but what they re- 
ceive : If they are filled with knowledge and wiſdom, 


( with gifts and graces, it is not {tom themſelves any 


more than any empty veſſel can fill itſelf. A veſſel 
is capable of receiving, and that is all that can be 
ſaid of us; for what have we that we did not re- 
ceive ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. All miniſterial: accompliſhments 
are given to miniſters : | Every good gift, and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh daun from the 


| father of lights, Jam 1 1). 


* 
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Again, they are veſſels as they not only are made 
to receive and contain, but alſo to pour out again, 
to convey and diſpenſe to others. This is the uſe 
( of veſſels, not only to receive and contain, but 
+ to pour out again as there is occaſion. Thus 1 

e | ers 


fitted for the Mafeer's Oe. f | 


ſters have the treaſures of the goſpe] committed to 
them, and are filled with gifts and graces, that chey 
might convey & diſpenſe the ſame to others Their 
buſineſs is to deliver as well as receive. I delivered 
unto jou that which I rerei vod of the Lord, ſays the a- 
poſtle, 1 Cor 11. 23. Paul was à choſen veſſel, to YN 
bear Chriſt's name, and to convey his goſpel, and the | 
way to ſalvation by him to the Gentiles. And this is i 
the buſineſs of every choſen veſſel, to convey the”, 
knowledge of Chriſt, to diſpenſe his goſpel, aud his- 
ordinances unto the people; according as they have 
received them, ; every one according to his capacity, 


0 


a d the meaſure he has recefsvde tt Eo eA., ) 


Furthermore, miniſters are veſſels as they are of no 5 
uſe, nor are they imployed any Fatther thanChriſt, the 
great houſholder,ſees cauſe to maſte uſe of them. The) 
veſſels or inſtruments of a houſe can make no uſe f 
themſelves, nor are they of uſe any further than tHe. } | 
maſter of the family ſees cauſe to occupy andiimprove © = 
them: ſo miniſters are ſerviceable in the chutch no fur- R 
ther than Chriſt ſees cauſe to improve them in his ſer- 
vice; and ſome he makes more uſe of, than others; aud 
the more ſervice he puts them to, the more honour 
he confers upon lem. bas ugs ys 
Again, they are veſſels as they are only the means 4) 
and inſtruments of any real ſaving benefit flowing .to | 
the church by them. They are not the efficienticau- ! 
ſes, but only the inſtruments of the con verſiomof ſin- 
ners. They can't beget faith in any, nor beſtow ſav- 
ing grace upon them, but are only inſtruments in God's 
hands, 3 God works ſuch a gracious change in 
them. Mo then i» Paul, and who'ts Apollos, but mi- 
niſters by whom ye believed 9-1 Cor 3. % 
Laſtly, Miniſters are veſſels as they like other veſſels 5) 
are liable to be broken, or in time to decay & weat away. 
No veſſel, let it be made of gold or ſilver, of braſs or iran, 
and mich more of wood or ſtone, but what by ſome, 
cuſualty or other is broken to pieces, or by conſtant 
uſage in time wears out, ſo as to be fit for na further L 
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ſervice. And this is the caſe with the choiceſt veſſels 
that God has among his miniſters : if they are ſuffered 
to continue, yet accordigg to the common courſe of 
nature, in à few years they wear out, diſſolve to 
duſt, and ate laid aſide in the place of filence and 
inact ivity. But how much more common is it for them 
| of ſome my diſtemper, or ſome ſudden ſtroke of 

the divine hand, to be daſhed in pieces like a potter's 
veſſel before that time?: Wi 12 


— 


III Obſ: Among tbe minißers af tbe Go/pel ſome are 
veffels unto bavour, and ſome unta dib nour. N 

As in a great houſe thete are not only veſſels of 

gold and of ſilver, hut alſa of wood and of earth, and 

ſome to honour and ſome to diſhonaur, ſo it is in the 


church of Chriſt, with-reſpe& unto the minifters of it. 


Here let me ſay⸗ A 
T: Some are veſſels unto bonurt. 

Some there are that for the exquiſite frame & con- 
ſtitution of their natures, the brightneſs of their natu- 
ral parts, their improvements by education, and above 
all far their cefinements, by divine grace, may well be 
compared to veſſels of gold and of filver, exceeding - 
precious and valuable, as well as uſeful & ſerviceable. 

Andtheſe veſſels, theſe miniſters are unto honour,— 
1. Unto the banour of Chriſt the maſter, . 

f Veſſels of gold and ſilver in a houſe are to the ho- 
nour of the maſter, of the houſe, as they ſet forth his 
rich eſtate: ſo theſe veſſels of gold and filver in the 
church of Chriſt are unto His hondur, as they ſerve to 
ſet forth the riches and the glory of Chriſt. 8 
miniſters by their doctrines and by their lives do m 


x 

to diſplay the honour of Chriſt: They ſet forth the 

glory of his per ſon, ee of his offices as our re- 
dom 


deemer, the glory of his „of his power, and 

i elpecially of his grace in the redemption of ſinners. 

2 Hence the apoſtle ſays of ſuch golden veſſels, 2 Cor. 
8: 23 They are the glory. of Gbr. 

' 42 They are unto the honour of the boly religion they 

receive, and diſpenſe to others; gs 8 5 


"wa 
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A ſilver or a golden veſſel ſerves to recommend ; 
the liquor or whatever is contained therein, eſpecially 
if otherwiſe it be good in its nature and kind. And) 
nothing teads. more to do a proper bonour to religion, 
and recommend it to the eſteem, the choice, the love 
and practice of a People, than its being brought to 
them in ſuch golden veſſels, that is, able miniſters of 
the new teſtament, who are not only able by accepta- 
ble words to ſet forth the excellency of it, byt-alſb 
recommend it by their own' example: Such miniſters 
by their ſhining gifts and graces refle& a very 'plea- 
fing luſtre upon religion, and adorn the doctrine of 
God their Saviour in all thipgs. 00G 

3. They are veſſels unto honvur, as they are ſucb on 


whom God will confer ſpecial marks of bonour. 
Veſſels of gold and filver are unto honovr, as the 
maſter and owner of them puts honour upon them;by 
taking particular care of them that they be not loſt or 
abuſed, and by providing more honourable ſhelves 
and cloſers for them in the houſe. Thus God ets a 
great value upon thoſe miniſters that are as veſſels of 
gold and ſilver ; he has a higher eſteem of them, ane 
ſets his love more upon them, and delights to ho- 
nour them. Them that honour me I will bonour, 
ſays God, 1 Sam. 2. 30. He will put marks of 
| honour upon them whilſt they live, and afterwards 
he will crown them with glory and honour. Now he 
will cauſe them to ſhine like bright veſſels of gold and 
ſilver, but then he will cauſe them to ſhine as the bright= 
neſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for'ever & ever. 
TE. Among the minifters of the goſpel, ſome are veſſels 
unto diſhonour, EY | 
In this great houſe of the church there are veſſels 
of wood and of earth ; men of a courſe and aheavy 
mold, of inferior powers and ſmall abilities, dull life» 
leſs ſouls, without any vigour or activity, uncultiva- 
ted and unrefined, groſs & ignorant in their thoughts 
and apprehenſion of things, fit only for the mean and 
ordinary buſineſs of life, and no way ſuitable for the 


* 
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high and honoum de ſervices of the ſanRuary. 
( But by veſſels of earth and of wood we may under- 
ſtand men of earthly ſouls, men whoſe ſouls cleave 
( unto the duſt, and that mind earthly things, that are 
carnal, earthly and ſenſual, having their affeQions 

ingroſſed by the world, and the things of ſenſe, filled 
with ſomefilthy luſt or other, which hinders them from 
receiving, much more from conveying any thing that 
is of a ſublime & ſpiritual nature, and ſo utterly un- 
fit for, and indiſpoſed to the * and ſpiritual fervi- 
ces ofthe: ſanQuary. 

And now theſe are veſſels unto diſhonour ; : theſe 
ate A diſhonour to Chriſt, a diſhonour to the faithful 
miniſters of Chriſt, a diſcredit to the church and to 

 ' themſelves: or it they ſhould paſs without any re- 
' mackable, diſgrace here, yet depend upon it, they will 
F =” covered with ſhame & NOPE contempt here- 
after. 
IV. Obſ. Veſſels unto binour are ſuch as being ſancti- 
fied: and ſet apart, are fited for the maſter s uſe, even pre- 
pared unto every good work, 

Here-is the character or account that the apoſtle 
gives of a good faithful miniſter,a veſſel unto honovr 
that he is ſanctified, ſeparated and ſet apart to that 
ſervice z and not only ſo, but fit for the matter's uſe, 
and that is to be prepared unto every good work, 
So that a miniſter who is a veſſel unto honour is, 

1. One that is ſanct iſſed, conſecrated and ſet 12 
to that office. 

2. He is alſo one that is fit for the maſter's ufe. 

ag che 1 

Is to be Fe unto every * wor k. 

4 A miniſter that is a veſſel unto bunour is one that 
16 ee conſecrated or fre art for bat boly effice.” 


A veſſel unto honour / 247 ed. Ik veſſel rhat is 

unto hanour muſt be a This doubtleſs has 
reference to the veſſels of the altar and tabernacle, 

that were. all to be ſanctified before they were made 


ple of for the ſervice 85 the ſanct uary, Exod. 30. 29,44. 
were 


fitted for the Maſter's Uſe.” 11 


were ſanctiſied as they were ſet apart purely for that 
ule, ſeparate from all common & ordinary uſes. + 
$0 the Prieſts and Levites of old were ſet apart and 
CanRified to the holy ſervices of the altar and tabers| 
nacle. And a great deal of ceremony and ſolemaity 
was uſed in the conſecrating the prieſts, and ſepara- 
ting them to their holy office. - And altho* theſe bur- 
denſome ceremonies of conſecration under the law are | 
aboliſhed ; yet even now miniſters of the goſpel are 
to be ſanctified, and ſet apart to their holy oſſice, and { 
in ſolemn manner introduced into that ſacred function 
'They are to be /eparated unto the Goſpel of God, as ( 
the apoſtle ſays he was, Rom. 1. 1. which was agreas 
ble to the direction of the Holy. Ghoſt, Act. 13. 2. 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where 
unto I have called them. - 4.44.26 7 
And now the manner'they took for the ſeparation |, 
of them was faſting, & prayer, andlaying their hands | 
on them, as in the following verſe. Accordingly 
th's became an apoſtolical practice to ſanctify or ſe- } 
parate to the miniſterial office, by faſting & prayer, 
and laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, accom- } | 
panied with a ſolemn charge-in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, that they take heed to their miniſtry,that they 
fulfil it. So that the ſolemn ordination of miniſters is 
their ſanctification or conſecration or ſeparation to the 
ſacred office of the miniſtry : It is the regular intro- 
duct ion and ſolemn inveſtiture of them in their office. 
So that every one that is thus ſolemnly ordained may ö 
be ſaid to be a veſſel ſanRified or conſectated. 
But then this external ſanct ification ſuppoſes ſome- 
thing that is internal and real: It ſigniſies that God [ 
approves of them; that he ſets them apart, and owns 
them for his miniſters. And then that they ſeparate } 
themſelves to that office, and: devote and give up 
themſelves to that ſervice ; that they ſeparate them 
ſelves from the other buſineſs of life, and give them- 


* 


ſelves wholly to theſe things. | 
| fpd now ong whom the Lord apppoves, and 
* * e 1 ON * N | 


does 
thus 


: 
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F thus ſincerely give himſelf up tothe ſervice of Chriſt 
in the gol] — miniſtry, abs is ſolemnly ſeparated by 
faſting and prayer, and the lay ing on of the hands of 
the Neben he is a veſſel ſanctified to all intents 
and purpoſes under the goſpel, 
8 "But if he would be a veſſel unto honour, he 
muſt e be ſanctitied 7 aa n or meet for the 
7 
* is not ſufficient to be ſanRified and ſeparated, 
vnlkefs we ate fit for the uſe and ſervice we are ſe- 
parated unto. What will it fignify. to be ordained 
and induced into that holy office of the miniſtry,and 
not fit for the uſe: ; not capable of anſwering the 
(ends and deſigns of it ? Therefore if ſuch would be 
veſſels to honour, they muſt be meet for the maſter's 
uſe. The veſſels of the ſanctuary that were conſey 
crated, were made fir for their ſeyeral uſes deſigned 
for them ; fo muſt miniſters be fit for the uſe which 
Chrift the maſter has for us, if we would be veſſels 
unto honour. The word tranſlated fit is in 1 other 
places pruſitable; it ſignifies very profitable ; it fig- 
niſies that they muſt be very profitable for the maſter's 
uſe, that would be veſſels of honour. They muſt be 
In all reſpects ſit for the ſervice of Chriſt. They 
muſt have that knowledge, that wiſdom, and that 
grace that is neceſſary to make them fit for Chriſt to 
imploy,' and to render them capable of performing 
the ſervice he calls them unto. The maſter's uſe of 
minifters, ot the buſineſs that he has occaſion to uſe 
or imploy them in, is to bear his name, to make him 
known to the people, and the way to ſalvation by 
him, as it is laid down in the goſpel]. Their buſineſs 
is to ſhew men the way to Salvation; to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan 
unto God. And now miaiſterg muſt be fic for this 
uſe and buſineſs. 
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fitted for the Maſter's Uſe ” 


They muſt have that knowledge of God & Chril, | 
and ſuch an acquaintance with the holy Scriptures. I) 
and with the doctrines and duties containęd therein, 
as will make them able miniſters of the new Teſta- 
ment. And muſt have that principle of love and 2) 
obedience reigning in theit ſquls, as will prompt and 
put them upon the faithful diſcharge of the truſt ne- 
poſed in them, and of anſwering all the gaod ends 
and purpoſes of their office. Without. this it is - 

ofible we ſhould” be fit for the maſter's uſe; » For 

Ow can a man anſwer the end of enlightening and 
ifiſtructing others that is ignorant and in the dark 
himfelf ? And what is there that will put a man up- 
on the faithful diſcharge of the miniſterial: offi 
a principle of love and obedience to Chriſt ? But: with : 
ſuch a principle, the man will be fit for the-maſter'suſe; - 
for ſuch a principle reigning in the foul, will carry the 
man forth to every kind of ſervice that the maſter / 
ſhall call him to. And this leads me to ſa yr 
3. That they are even prepared unto every good ank. 

This explains the former head; for to be fitfarthe- 
maſter's uſe, is to be pre pated to every good work; 
For what is the uſe the maſter has for his miniſters ? 
Why, it is for every good work; ſometimes one 
work, and ſometimes anethef: And he that is got 
Yrepared unto every good work, is not entirely fitted - 
or the maſters uſe. © Enie Said ant 
Sometimes the maſter has occaſion to uſe us, in ö 


— e 


ſuch a work, and ſometimes another 3 and therefore 
the miniſter muſt be prepared for every good work. 
But now what a vaſt variety of work is there in the 
miniſterial office, that the maſter' does conftantly, or 
may occaſionally call us unto ? There is the daily 
work and buſineſs of the ſtudy; giving our atten- 
dance to reading, meditation and prayer, and com- 
poſing diſcourſes for the publick inſtruction of the 
flock. © And then there are the miniſtrations of God's 
houſe, ſuch as being the mouth of the people in offer- | 
ing their prayers and praiſes to God, and bringing the 

he ee Lo oracles 
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oracles of God opened and .spplyed to them: The 
admitiiftration of the ſacraments, and the conſures of 
the church; viſiting the fick ; hearing the difficul» 
ties and diſtreſſes that one and another may be la- 
bouring under ; clearing up their: doubts, removing 


their ignorance, leading them out of their errors, 
ſcattering their fears, taking away their ſcroptes, and 
leading them in the paths of righteouſneſs and peace. 
And beſides theſe ordinary and common ſervices 

of the miniſter, there are other ſervices of a more. 
difficult nature, that he may be called unto. Some 

\ times there are dreadful diviſions and contentions to 
be healed. Sometimes there are groſs and danger- 
ous errors to be refuted, and the truths of the goſpel. 
þ to be ſupported and defended. Sometimes groſs diſ- 


orders to be reformedz& growing wickedneſs couragi- 
ouſly and ſtedfaſtly to be oppoſed. 
tion no more, ſometimes they may 


onl 
withitheir- blood. Theſe ate ſome of. the uſes, that 


| the maiter may have occaſion to put theſe veſſels of 


the ſanQuary unto::-:And if they would be veſſels. 
unto honour; and fit for the dep s. uſe, they muſt 
by: prepared for theſe, and every other good wor k. 
Queſt. But now, What is it to be prepared unto . 
| £ dab: Pa 

1. Their being aualified and capacitated for i it. 

) „ ehm Andithen}:--.; * 

A. Their being conſtantly inclined and diſpoſed to 

1 any and every/good work, the maſter ſball at a 
time ſet them about. 
+ 1. 7 0 be prepared for every good work, ſupp ſis cur bes 
qualified aud accompliſhed for it. 

'Þ 8 that we have thoſe natural capacities,” 
and-thoſe acquired accompliſhments, as ate in ſome 
proportion to the uſe and ſervice the maſter calls us 
unto. The word in the original is obſerved by Dr. 
Praſton, to have a reference to the faſhioning of a veſſels 

ATE therefore a man's being Wee for every good 


work, 


And to mer 
be called, not 
to bear teſtimony to the truth; but to keal it 
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work, intends his being faſhioned as a veſſel, that 
may ſerve every uſe 15. ſuch an one, "fr this 
very make, to have good natural powers and capa. 
Cities, 75 that theſe be jalatged, and improved and 
refined b * education and ſtudy. T0 be prepared” for 
rvery good work, ſuppoſes à man of ſuperior” acconi- 
pliſnments, a quick pprehenfion, ſolid judgment,and 
an inlarged thought, "le to SM WrebaZtN great deal 
of knowledge, to 1 far & wide; and reach deep into 
things. It Tuppoſes him alſo ſtored with u great deal 
of ie of various kinds, but eſpeciallj that he 
be mighty in the ſcriptutes: chat he underſtands the 
docttines of the goſpel, and the attzume its to ſuppott 
them: that he be aware of the errors ctept into the 
church, and able to detect the falſe foundations up- 
on Which they are built : that he be well acquaitited 
with the duties of the chriſtian life; with the reaſons 
and motives to inforce them ĩ that be be apt to teach, 75 
able to convey his tho ts and ideas of things to others 
in a way that ſhall both enlighten their minds uk ) 
affect their hearts: in a Word, he muſt be à rend 
ſcribe, . well inſtructed in affairs relating to the king» 
lom. of heaven, and furrjſhed" for every kind of ſets 
vice, that the miniſterial office is concerned with." ' 
2. But then this being prepared for every; goes work; 
intends that there be 4 conſtant Feadingſs' 84 willing 55 
zo every ſervice the maſter may call us unto. 
Bs e that is prep: pared to every good work is not idle) 
and flc Othful, he is not backward to any ſervice' that) 
his maſter calls him unto. He will be diligent in his ) 
maſter's bublineſs, - and will” Ut on with n | 
He wop't en ngage in he — he i is called to 4 
conſtraint, "bur, willing ply, ab a” ready min ) 
e won't "excuſe himſelf from "Nos Re forvicethro) 7 
oth and Indolence, or becauſe of the dificulty of us 
eryice-z neither will he ſuffet himſelf to be ſo en- 
cumbred with. other buſineſs, as not to be able to'ats 
tend the work that Chriſt has for him to do. He'wilf 


WA pon bimſelf devoten to the terview of Cheit, 
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( nd will jay aſide every thing that ſhall clog & hinder 
him in any part of the miniſterial calling. In a word 

\ (here, for I may not enlarge; He loves his maſter, and 
loves his work, and eſteems his wages infinitely beyond 

ye. 5h ad. ROM 905 WAS 86 

the utmoſt ſervice he can poſſibly do, nay and that the 
\ very ſetvice carries a reward with it; and therefore 
\ from a principle of love and gratitude, as well as that 
of obedience, he readily, engagès in every ſervice he 

} :is. ſet about; and rejoyces that he is counted worthy 
to he imployed io any ſervice for the honour of Chritt ; 
And therefore he ſticks at no work that Chriſt calls 
him to, let it be never ſo difficult; but if his maſter 
 engvires,, bom ſhall. 1 ſend, and who wil go for us f 
he. will Qike the prophet Jaiab when his lips were 
Touched with a coal from the altar) anſwer, Here an 
IJ, ſend me, Hai. 6. 8. iI | | 10 + , a ; 15 1 0 
V. Obi. There are certain things that miniſters "muſt 
Le purged and cleanſed from, in;order to their being veſſels 


unto bonour, fitted for the maſter's uſe,  _ ; 
a man therefore purge. bimſelf frum theſe, be ſhall he 
a veſſel unto: bonour, &c. implying that there are ſome 
bw things cleaving naturally to them, or which they are 
incident unto, that muſt be taken away in order_to 
their being veſſels unto honour. An unclean filthy veſ- 

ſel can't he a, veſſel unto. honour, till it be purify'd 
and cleanſed; and we are all ſuch, in our natural 
ſtate. ; for: who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean 9 
not one. Ia our ſtate of nature we are defiled with fin, 
and are altogether an unclean thing; and therefore 
muſt: be. cleanſed in ↄrdet to become veſſels of honour. 
Ihe veſlels of the ſanctuary were to be clean, ſo were 
they thar,were to bear them, Ii, 5%, 47. And Ste 
U der was expreſly given concerning the Levites, "that 
were to attend the ſervice of the tabernacle,thar they 
( ſhould: be taken from among the children of Iſtael and 
[/ cleanſed, Numb.8,6, And there is the i: ame reaſon that 
all who miniſter in holy things, and before a holyGod, 

ſhould be-purged & cleanſed from all their flthinels. © 

( The prophet J/aiab was ſo ſenſible of this, and "a 
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ruptions in heart and life. 


. They mut be purged from trrors, ans falſe notiens 
e Po TECTED 7 1p nt EC RARER 
_ , Theſe are particularly referred to in my text ; if 
4 man therefore purge bimſelf from theſe, that is from the 


| DS or rather the errors of thoſe falſe teachers, 


[ymeneus E Pzhiletus, who had imbibed, and were ſer- 


from that groſs error, ſo the reaſon will hold the ſame 


yaderſtogd here as if 1 man's having ſome miſtaken. 
4 r 4 „ ww» ; . 2 * 12 FAS. 8 Te. 
ö C. err 
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totiohs in ſome particular polats of celigion n un⸗ 
fits for the ſervice of Chriſt ; if ſo, 1 Ktiow not who 
7 would be fit for his uſe, For, I may venture to ſay, 
1 that there is not a man vpon earth, but What labour 
under ſome miſtakes or other; and many who have 
by education or prejudice imbib'd falſe notions in ſom 
leſſer g ings have been veſſels unto hoticur. © B 
what refer to more eſpecially, ate fundamental 95 
27 . erro n the eſlentia! parts i of relipiop, wot 
( re inconſiſtent with a principle of ſavIhg grace 1 
And s to theſe, T ſhall not oe to Fehden 
* hem! not that 1 think them fo nat (LN ag the Fete 
alt 9 eopls imagi. * 
5 Eur t A lh i be pi pur »ed "6 tht 152 
WL in the ſervice l ar t 
perſons fo tha! ſacred office. & th Fat hen hly WY 
cerns every mari, deſignin for; and eogagi 905 For this 
fei vice, to take, at; poſſible care that he be fabnd Io 
the f fairh, and that Fats pritciptes be welt-effabiifhe 
gad conficried by the racles of Gb. And de mt 
arneſtiy ptay that the Shitit of truth would lead h 
to all trüth and keep him from all extors. And if 
we ſet our felyes to x dilifent and impareiat 255 
after tr cp ih the holy ſerißtutes, Wm hop e to be 
5 om any GEES that See Tg our 
elves, or We will vofit us for thaſters üſe. 
2. Ve muſt be purged from. b lufis and cerruptiunt, 
if we would be beet ug ben ft. 
Nochifig ddes ib uhivetſally 469 efeQually giga 
lify for UN ſeryice-of Chat, as the * e of 
on ſts and corrbptions,” 6 A cordi ingly. this is tlie di⸗ 
ion tg 7 immediately after my text, that 
25 be flee all Warhol 7075 43 int! mating hereby that * al 
| abſalutely. neceſſary to oy Yi 0 rv unto 1 55 
fir for the maſter's Uſb. it is, for eyery oh 
that wanld be a good e een e muit' 
flee all manner of luſts, and get them all gude and 
mortiffed,” Ons luſt. reigning in the ſoul, and 1 
_ Forth in the life, pollytes (-4 diſhoavurs thie veſſet, 
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makes us utimeet for the — 5 ſervice . Chan. 
Here therefore let me fa 

1. Such muſt be purged from all 7 8% tu l. 

0b es theſe war againſt the ſoulz {6 thaw. wares 

inſt Chriſt ; and how unmeet then, muſt they ren- 


the government of fleſhly luſſs, is in a ſtate of 
and tebellion againſt -Chrift, and. all thar is us 4 
And how is ſych an one prepared utito every gubd 
work, when he 18 inclined to evil, and only 1 G » 
How can any be veſſels unts honour, — 
know how 5 A le ſays; T Theſ-4. 8. 
feſt tbeir veſſers m ſantfification and bonont + 2 
if any wotlk be veſſels VRIES honour, they milferus 
115 fleſh with the affections and lifts, and mor- 
al 


dtclearineſs;letir not be named 

In 4 wocd, miniſters muſt be ſober and 
in all things,” 
keeping their bodies 
ſible of rhe neceſſit 


them, © 


was [0:feris 


Thie äpoſtle 


ords ou t ſeriouſly * be conſidered, 1 Cox. 9. 27, 


5 


7 of his, that he looked upon 
himfelf in hazard not only of lofing the ſucceſs of 
oy miniſtry, bur of lofiog Himſelf for dver: and his 


er the man, bt his uſb ? The man that is: unter - 


their members upon the eurth; fornication and 


> 
0M irregular apperitesand 


9 1 nder my holy and bring it into Jubjeftion, 7 


mens when I have men 15 ene T wy 
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Such muſt be purgod gon wintdly Tufts. / 


That i 
th AN and the Wg 
| te there is ſuch 
ot 6ve to Chit, that is "eceiry for his uſe and 
ſervice." For #s our Saviour plainly tells us, Mar; 
24. No man can ferve two maſters; 'for a by 


will bite be eue, and love the other *; 1 %, be will 


that are in the world, Per 


i to the one, and deſpiſe the other. N * r 


Cod and mammon. Whilſt men's hearts are foll'bf the 
world, how can they be full of Chriſt? Our love to 

hal is _— to our feeding his flock, and _ 
| . E 
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ore does he demand ſo often of; Peter, Loveſt. thou 
me ? Loveſt thou me more than tlſe For as he ſays 
Mat. 10. 3). He that lovethj father on mt her more than 
ome; is not u of me : | He: that Javeth ſon or daugh- 
ter more bun me, is ut wortby, of! me. 


8 


Ones | IT uni 
(1 'g:: Spiritual: luis muſt be purged auay, in order. 10 
men being vaſſels uni honuur. de Dns nano 


NE 
Such as unbelief, pride, envy, malice, and the like, 


which are ſo contrary: to Chtiſt, and to the d oſign 


of his goſpel kingdom, that it is impoſſible; for ſpch, 
who have theſe luſts reigaing in them, to be ap ax 
veſſels of honour, meet for the maſter's. uſe. 
7 What can be more improper, than for one that has 
an evil heartof unbelief (whereby he; departs. from 
 the:living God continually) to be imployed; ig con- 
veying the doctrines of the goſpel to others, and be 
an inſtrument: to perſwade them to, believe, what he 
does not believe himſel;?̃ ß 
What is more abſurd than for one that has che Ju 
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if they would ir any meaſure. be fit for the maſtet a 
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Ny lauf. Is Chriſt the head ad maſter of She: 6258. 5, 
. which is the church ef the living Gol, hence bis duminian 
; and authority is to be duly acknowledged & ſubmitted to. 
le is not only head of that great family the church, 
but head over all things unto the church; ſo that he 
has the ſole abſolute government of all things in ran, 
way relating to his church & kingdom. He has the 
ee diſpoſing of every thing in his houſe ; He 
makes what proviſion for it he ſees cauſe,” he makes 
uſe of what veſſels and inftruments in the honſe he 
pleaſes, and as long as he pleaſes," and then lays them 
aſide as ſeemeth good in his Gehr, and his ſovereign 
hand is to be acknowledged herein. He preſcribes 
rules & orders for his houſe, which are carefully to be 
regarded by all the houſhold; and theſe he has given 
us in his word, which we muſt carefully obſerve; and 
not preſume to ſer up any of our own that are not a- 
greable herewith. This maſter as Mes was faithful 
in his houſe, & has given rules ſufficient for his church. 
We muſt therefore carefully adhere to his inſtitutions, 
without preſuming to impoſe any inventions of our own. 

2. Inf. Are miniſters but as veſſels in the houſe, bir 
ſhould give them an bumble "/enſe © of themſelves, and | 
"hep them low in their own minds. 8 

Whatever high and Sur bie uſes they are put 
to, they muſt remember they are ay as veſſels and 
Inſtruments, not as efficient cauſe. 

I they are. made uſe of in the n offirinere, 

ir is only as” inſtruments in the hand of the *Spirit”; 

wy they muſt rakeno other glory to themſelves there- 
in. Mo tben is Paul, and who is Apollos, hut miniſters | 
by whom ye believed 1 2” So then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neit ber he that watererb; but God that pioeththe , 
increaſe. Miniſtets are bnly the veſſels that bring Chriſt * 
and his goſ pel, with all the grarious offers cherdef to the | 
ſoul; they can't compelotpetſwade men to accept there- 7 
of; z nor can they apply it to their fouls ES : 


— 


24 A Conſecrated Veſſel 
* > | 5 | "> 8 | 
We only bring it to them: It is the almighty Spirit 
that applies whenever it becomes effe&tual. * | 
J. Int. How ſhould every miniſter be fled with ſear Es holy 
Jeaion/y, Jeſt be he found among tht veſſels unto diſhonour, 
| | In this great houſe there ate veſſels of wood & of 
„earth, as well as of gold & of ſilver ; ſome unto diſho« 
nour, aß well as foe unto honour, Ahd now every 
Miniſter is one or other of theſe ; miniſters therefore 
ſhould be jealous af themſelves, whether they dog'rby 


their ſloth and negligence, by their carnal & 9 7 
8 


affections, give reaſon to fear that they are but ve ſſe 

Free there not ſo many 
luſts and corruptions working in them, as pay: make 
them fear whether they are not veſſels unto diſhonovr, 

and unit ſon the maſter's uſe? And when we ſee how 


unprepared, how vaqualified, how backward, how in- 
ay a good work, we are, we may well 


(diipoled to e 
(be ſuſpicleus of our ſelves. But oh, with what fear 
and trembling ſhould this fill our ſouls ! For ſuch as- 


2 * ( are veſſels unto: diſhonour, what are they but veſſels 


( of wrath?. And ſoch as are unmeet for the maſter's 
uſe, are fitted for deftrution.  __ 
4 Taf. Here is a rule to judge whether We are veſſels 

uno banour,on no, viz. our being fit for the maſter s uſe, 
ed unto every good ore 

. Inf. How great @ bleſſing are colleges. and ſchools of 
ar ning, that may ſarve to fit men for the maſter's uſe, 

and prepare them for the migiſteriat ux. 

| _ Theſe are the means that God makes uſe of to fit 

mem ſpr his ſervice. Here it is, [that gf veſſels of 
wood and ſtone, he ſo.refines them, that he makes 
them veſſels of gold and ſilver, Here it is that he in- 
larges theſe veſſels, & then fills them with knowledge, 
by which he fits them for ſervice. Such nurſeries the 
ate to he eſteemed the great bleſſings of our land, 2 
what ought always to be cheriſhed & encoutaged by us. 
5. 2 wth Ink He learn what is 10 be loaked ab, in chooſing 
aud ſeparating any to the work f the miniſtig, viz, their 
_ being futed for the maſter's ſs, : hig 
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This is what a people are to 169k at -in the choice 
of a miniſter. ; © and what mitjfſters are to lobk at in 
ſepararing or ſetting apart, any to that ſacred office. 
It is the maſter that is to uſe and improve chem. And 
unleſs they are fit for his uſe, to What put poſe are they 
choſen and ordained to that fervice. The rule given 

Timothy re that de ſbvuld commit this work to 
62 ithful men, who ſnould be able to teach others alſo, 2 v. 
of the conte xt. And therefore it would be an hor- 
rible betray ing of our truſt, to commit this work to 
uns kilful and yafaichful med. Atcordingly that muſt 
needs. be a. very good rule of prudence, Which the 
ſame apaſtle. gives, I 1 Tim, 5. 22. Lay Bands ſuddenly 
on #0 man; that is, not till we have ſome good 

grounds to think that they are free from groſs errors 
and corruptions; that they are like to anfwer the good 
ends of their miniſtcy, & prove veſſels unts honour. 

. Inf. We learn w at ſuch as are entring on the mi- 
niſtry, muſt. find ſomething of in themſelves,” and make 
it their bigheſt ambition to be obtaining mite and more 
of continually, namely, a fitneſs for the maſter's uſe. © | 

For men to deſire to be put in the prieſts aſſiee for 
a. piece af. bread, meerly to get a living, without taking 
any care to be fit for the maſter's ufe, wauld be da- 
ring preſumption. And it is very doubt ful whether 
ſuch, would ever come to be veſſels unto honour. A 
man entering. upon ſuch a ſacted ſervice as'this,muft 
examine himſelf as to his qualifications and accom- 
pliſnments for it. I don't mean that a man muſt find 
himſelf equal to the ſervice he is engaging in ʒ for alas! 
who is ſufficient for theſe things? But every man 


mult ſee ſome degree of ficnels, before he undertakes ! „ 


So much knowledge, ſo much grace, ſo much readi- 
neſs to Chriſt's ſervice,as may give him good groundg = 
to hope, he may anſwer the end of his office. © F 
And now, all that remains is to apply what has 
en ſaid, to the ſolemn occaſions of this day. 
And in "the firſt place, I will addreſs my. ſelf to 
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| you, dear Sir, whe 1 ru have been wag the = 
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ſeveral things that have been offer'd, as they relate 
rr . 
And here, you ſee, that God is calling you, by his 
providence, and we ttuſt by his Spirit, to be a veſſel 


in his houſe,;; and you. are now to be introduced,” 


ſanctified & conſecrated to that holy ſervice. "And 
we truſt (or elſe we dare not lay our hands upon 
you)that you will be a veſſel unto honour, and that 
vou are id a good. meaſure fitted for the maſters'uſe.” 
We truſt that you are free from every error that 
would be dangerous or hurtful to your maſter inte- 
reſt, and from thoſe luſts and corruptions that would 
pollute the veſſel, and render it unfit for the ſervice * 
of Chriſt... We hope that you who are by nature un- 
clean, have been ſo powerfully touched by the holy 
Ghoſt, as with a live coal from off the aſtar, that has 
taken away. your iniquity, and. purged your fin, and 
ſanctiſied you throughout in ſpirit, ſoul and body. 
And if you find any comfortable tokens hereof, - you” 
may make an acceptable ſurrendet of your ſelf unto * 
«7 My tr ara 


the ſervice, of Jeſus Chriſſt. | 
And herg I would take notice with thankfulneſs, 
that we have ſo much reaſon to hope, that you are a 
choſen veſlel, well formed and fitted by Chriſt to 
hear his name among the Gentiles, even the ignorant 
heathen, to whom he is now ſending you; and that 
there is ſuch a hopeful proſpect of ſucceſs among 
them, by the.readineſs there appears in fo many of 
them to receive the glad tydings of ſalvation. q 
The goſpel miniſtry has it's dangers and it's diffcul- 
ties in every place, but the place aſſigned you in the 
houſe of God has it's peculiar difficulties ! and it re- 
quires a veſſel peculiarly formed, to be fitted for this 


part of the maſter's uſe. And ſuch an one we truſt 
you are; and rejoyce that God is inclining and ſpi- 


riting you to that difficult ſervice, even to go to & 


»Y people of a ſtrange ſpeech, and of an hard language, 
| he guords thou canſt net, at preſent, underſtand. ' 


Yay are flow to be a conſecrated vefſel in the; 
W e 
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houſe of the Lord (altho' in a dark part of it). And 

this imports that your office will be to convey all the 
treaſures of a glorious goſpel to the people, and to 

bring back the ſeveral conditions, neceſſities & deſires. 

of the people to God. And what does this imply but 

that you your ſelf muſt be filled with theſe treaſures, 

in order to your diſpenſing the ſame unto them. Oh 

labour then to be filled with all that ſpeculative, ſpi- 

ritual and experimental knowledge of God & Chriſt, 

that you can; and that you may be filled even with 

all the fulnefs of God. Go to the fountain head, to 

Chriſt, in whom it has pleaſed, the father that all ful- 

nefs ſhould dwell: go to him by faith and prayer, 

and by diligent attendance on reading, meditation —4 

and ſtudy; and he will fill you after ſuch a manner, 

as that you will come to them, in the fulneſs of the 

bleſfing of the goſpel of Chriſt. Pp 

And as you will be frequently pouring forth, and 

diſpenſing to the people, ſo frequently repair to the 

fountain for a ſupply. Remember that you are but a 

veſſel, and ſo may ſoon be exhauſted without recruits. , 

And as you return to God to be repleniſhed, don't 

forget to come laden with the wants and | deſires, of. 
your poor people. Remember to pour out your 

prayers to God for them, as you pour out or diſpenſe, 

the grace of God to them. And thus. endeavour. to 

be full going and coming. And by being thus con- 
tinually imployed in carrying what Chriſt the maſter 

has to ſend tò the people, and bringing back requeſts. 

with thankſgivings upon their account, you will be) 

found a veſſel unto praiſe and honour and glory. © » 

For altho? the uſe that the maſter puts you to in. 

his houſe, may appear mean and contemptible to the . 

men of the world, who have their hearts ſet upon 

the gaiety and granduer of- it, and can think of no- 

thing but eaſe and pleaſure ; and altho' but few of 

thoſe who are conſecrated veſſels in the houſe of the 
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Lord, will ſubmit unto it; yet it is a moſt glorious : | 
ſervice in the eyes of - Chriſt the maſter, & of all the RF 
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angels ia heaven, that are beholding your ſolemti 
conſecration : for thoſe miniſtring ſpirits think it 
their honour to be ſent, and do with pleaſure go; 
forth to miniſter unto them who ſhall: be the heirs! 
of ſalvation. ' And oh what an honbur, what a plea»: 
ſure muſk it needs be to every one that has a love to 
_ Chriſt and a compaſſion for ſoulsg to turn men from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan unto 

od; to convert them from the error of their ways, 
and to {ave their ſouls from dea! 3, 1.5. 
, Wherefore, to carry on the | metaphor, don't he 
- aſhamed of the outward meanneſs of the apartment 
the niafter has aſſigned you in his houſe's and don't 
be diſcouraged at the difficulties you may have the 
profpe& of ; bur let thoſe gracious words of Chriſt, 
Lo 1AM wira YOU aL wars, be a comfort to you: and 
the tokens you have had already of Chriſt's preſence 
' with you, in the ſuccefs'sf your labouts hitherto, 
may well encourage your further-dependance upon 
him. Go forth ders ore in the name & ſtrength of 
the Lord Jeſus, & we truſt that he will never leave 

nor forſake you, and that his grace ſhall be ſufficient 
for you. And let me affure you, that if you be wiſe 
and faithful in this work, you'ſhall ſhine as the ſun in 
the Kingdom of your father; and when the chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, you ſnall receive an unfading 


- * 1 


crown of glory. + AR 1 | 
| And now I would turn my ſelf to the Hoyſſatonnre 
Indians, who are at this time to have a miniſter ſent 
_ unto them. 3 e 
HhHaehold the man, the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, 
that is coming unto you. This is a veſſel God has 
made choice of, 5 e Chriſt, and in him the glad 
ty has; of ſalvation to you. This is the man that is 
to ſhew you the way to ſalvation; to direct you how . 
you may eſcape the damnation of hell; and how you 
may obtain the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chtiſt unto} 
eternal life. See then that you love him, and that 
Vu eſteem him very highly in love for his works ſake 
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and that you come to him to be inſtructed by him: 
that you hearken to his counſels, and obſerve his di- 
rections, and follow his example wherein he follows 
Chriſt. And this is the way for you to be happy here, 
and for ever hereafter ;_ for godlineſs hath the promiſe 
of the life that now is, & of that which is to come, 
To conclude, How earneſtly ſhould we all pray, 
that there might be numbers of choſen veſlels;perſons 
fitted and diſpoſed to carry the everlaſting goſpel to 
the heathen nations that ate about us: to convey to 
them the knowledge of God, and of JeſusChriſt, whom 
to know is life eternal. How ſhould we pity them | 
when we ſee them periſhing for lack of viſlen? And ; 
how ſhould we be doing our utmoſt to encourage per- 
ſons to go forth and carry the goſpel to them? And 
how highly proper would it be for the Government to 
take effectual care to ſupport and encourage ſuch as 
God may. raiſe up from time to time, to go forth into 
ſuch difficult ſervice? And ſince many of our nation 
at home have expteſſed ſuch a tender concern forthe” 
propagating the goſpel among the Indian natives of 
this Land, at ſo great a diſtance from them, by theie 
charitable and pious donations for that pu poſe, it muſk 
needs be highly reaſonable that we who live among 
them, and poſſeſs their country, ſhould readily expend - 
of our eſtates, for that which will be of the greateſt ad- 
vantage to them. This is a way of honouriag the Lord 
with ourſubſtance, which doubtleſsGod expects fromus. 
But to have done, Let us be careful to recommend 
chriſtianity to them, by our own ſincere practice of. 
it, Let us make it manifeſt to them, in all our trea- 
ties, and in all out commerce, and converſation with 
them, that we are under the influences of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, In a word, let us adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things, & cauſe our lights ſo to ſhine 
before them, that they ſeeing our good works, may be 
moved alſo to glorify our father which is in heaven, 
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| Reverend Mr, William Williams of Hatfield, 
- Moderarory thus: -apply/d himſelf to Bis 
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121 Ke 
p po 25 Wa well difpoſed Pet ſons in Great Bri- 
kk to devote à part of their Eſtate to 
— — 1e propagation of che knowledge: of Chriſt, 
the — Saviour of à periſhing World, among the 
Natives of America, who for an unknown number of 
Generations, have been ignorant of Him, and been 
periſhing thro? lack of viſion : And this their Charit # 
being under the direction of an honourable Corporati- 
on there, and a number of the Hendurable ald Re- 
verend Gentlemen here; of which Your Excellency 
3s at the Head, being 1 as Commiſſioners by 
them to direct and put forward that good Work ; 
who now being ſatisft z aſter a conſiderable time of 
trial, of a good 'Diſpoſition'i in the Indians at Houfſa- 
tonn © and parts adjacent, to be inſtructed: Aud 
having obtained. a fit Perſon for that great and diffi- 
cult but worthy Service ; and there being now a num- 
ber of Paſtors convened to ſet him a part by ſolemn 
Ordination to that Service; we hombly ask, if it be 
Your Excellency $ Pleaſure, that we now proceed to 
it ; and that a juſt and propet care ſhould be taken 
for his encouragement in it. © 
ro which His N wo Gone our manifeſted 
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Jr having Debs ts 10 wiſe & Noce ; 
G0, A governs all things, -to put it 
into the Hearts of a number of genereus 
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It was then ask'd of the Perſon to be Ordained ;. 
Vou now underſtand, Sr, That it is His Excel- 
lency's deſire, in the Name of the Honourable and 
Reverend the Commiſſionets for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel among tbe Natives of New-HEngland ; 
That you would take upon you, that Miniſtry and 
Set vice. Wa 1 B41 r 

I now. ask you, whether you ate willing to conſe- 
crate your ſelf and ſervice to Chriſt, and to the good 
of the Souls of thoſe poor People to whom you are 
ſent ; who have hitherto ſat in darkneſs\and in the / 
ſhadow of Death; to take a Paſtoral. care of them, 
and to ſpend your time in a careful. Inſttucting of / 
them in Chriſtian Knowledge. 7 
Io which Mr. Sargem, the Perſon deputed, gave 
his Conſent, hit d een e 


. Now follows the form uſed in his Ordination. 
IXI E do now in the Name of our LORD FESUS 
4% CHRIST, and by virtue of tbe authority derived 
from Him, ſet apart and Ordain you a Miniſter. of 
CHRIST, to ſerve in the Aﬀaits of bis Kingdom, under 
the conduct and direction of bis Providence; and eſpeci- 
ally to take a Paſtoral Care of the Natives inhabiting. at 
_ Hovſlatonnoc, and as many as will join tbemſelues with 
them and ſubmit to your Inſtruction. And to you are 
no committed the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, that 
what you bind on Earth ſhould be bound in Heaven, and 
what yon looſe on Barth ſhould be ſocſed in Heaven, 
Ts this Service it muſt be your care to be pradent, . faith- 
ful and diligent, Yeu ſbould remember that your Service 
is both honourable and difficult : It is honourable as be 3 
ing @ Service for the great GOD, whoſe: Name alone is 
excellent in all the Earth; and immgdiately a Servite | 
to the LORD FESUS CHRIST, for the ſpreading, of 
bis Glory, Name, and Kingdom in the Morld; whom the 
Fat her will haue all Men to bonour' even as they bonopr 
Him/of ; who hath put the bigheſt honour upon bim is 
Eon G 4 raiſing 
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raifing him from the dead, and giving bim Glory, even 
that Glory which be had with bim before the World was, 
aud bath put this peculiar honour upon him as Mediator, 
in giving all power in Heaven and Barth to Him. Vie 
read that the greateſt Perſon that bad been born of a Mo- 
man thought bimſelf not worthy to bear bis Shots after 
vim: And the buly Apoſtle Paul thus expreſſes himſelf, 
To me is this Grace given that I ſhould preach among 
the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. To 
preach CHRIST, & the great Salvation he has wro's cut 
for a ſinful World, tho at preſent far lefs profitable, yet is 
not leſs honurable than anyService that Men are imployed 
in in thisIWorld ; and they who obtain mercy of the Lord 
to be faithful in it, and are inflrumental to turn many 0 
Rigbteouſnes,ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever & ever. 
But GOD puts this ſpecial bontur upon you miniſteri- 
ay and declaratively, to lay a foundation of Chriſtian 
Knowledge, hy preachins CHRIST, and teaching the* 
fundamental Truths of the G:/pcl among thoſe to whom 
they have not bitherto beet made known. This was what 
the great Apoſtle St. Paul was ambitious of, to Preach 
the Geſpel, not where Chriſt was named, leſt be ſhould 
build an another man's foundation,” ooo 
Ni this being your ſproial Province, I may mind you 
that it concerns you to uſe all that wiſdom and beavenly 
art yon, bave, to lay a good Foundation, even to build on 
the Fhundation of the Ap1ſtles and Prophets, making 
BSV CHR the chief cornen Stone. Aud tho I am 
ut igu rant that it is hard and diſtcult exactiy to de- 
termine what ave & what are nt Fundamentals iu Reli- 
gion, yet I hall venture to "mention forme things Which 
y-u muſt teach that are'the main Pillars which ſupp.rk - 
the Chaifttan Building. - | den Fs 
1. Mirters to be believed. by us, which are plainly 
taught in the h / Scriptures, or by j at and necefſary cons 
ſegdenes ferred from them, to which you muſt nct add, 
ner dinuniſb from, wr foun te declare the whole canxſes 
E 8. Fly 
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2. The Werſbip or Service of GOD; which it the vi f- 
ble reſpect be requires bis People to pay to Him * This 
is both natural and inſtituted ; It muſt be all and only 
that which He has appointed, Tour ſpecial duty as to 
this lies in Praying with and for thoſe that are commit- 


ted to your Charge. Nu muſt not ſin againſt the LORD 


in ceaſing to Pray for them. In Preaching the Word 
both in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon : and in your Priacb- 
ing you muſt be careful to Preach the Truths plainly, ſea- 
ſonably, and convincingly, ſb as to reach "their Under- 
ſtandings, Conſoiences and Affections: Yu muſt admi- 
niſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 


to Perſons duly qualiſied: Baptiſm to viſible | Believers = 


and their Seed, the Lord's Supper to ſuch as can examine 


tbemſelves and diſcern the Lord's Body, and who'are of 


a" regular Converſation; Tou muſs apply the Cenſures'to 


ſuch as are ſtandaloas-or heretical to bring them to Ræ- 


pentance' ; doing all things withous partiality, for he 
that acquitteth the Wicked, and he that condemns 
the Juſt, are both of them an abomination to the 
Lord. Tou are alſo authoritatively io bleſs in the name 
of the r Ri IAt 

3. The ſpiritual benefits of Fuſtification, Grace, Peace, 
and Salvation, that am alone from CHRIST as the 
Head of bis myſtical Bady, and the grand Medium of 
all Divine C mmunication to us, are to be explained 10 
4. Such Cbriſtian Duties as are to be done and pratti- 


ſed by all who profeſs themſelves theDiſciples of CHRIST, 


that they may be kept in a ſtate of Grace and Saloaticn, 

may bonour their relation to CHRIST, and adorn the 
Profeſſion they make. Theſe are too many now to be enu- 
merated. And it will be a ſpecial part of your Buſineſs 
82 teach them the good Way and rigbt Way in which they 
muſe walk. If you do theſe things faithfully, you will be 
4 Workman that need not to be aſhamed ;, you will bo= 
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ods. 10: hem gun re fin; go un i norant Peoples 


o taugbt Line upon Line, and Precept 


tt nac loug af 
frem their Feathers ; inconſiſtent with the Faith & Mar- 


mne on the right hand and on the 
Piradence, Patience, Meet nes, Humility, Srifadeni, 
and ea for the Honour of Chriſt, and the gord f — 
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nr „d you207 Div, ber there "ar?" Difficuities 
which attend this.homentablt Service, which mut be ebe. 
pecteu and probidad aguinſt, beſides what. are common to 


von with ot her Miniſters of CHRIST ibers are pec uliur 
Diſficult iss, mum of. winob.you muy foreſes; and pufiitly 


n more Than god can foreſee, from tbr Plaos & er- 


Peopht of a ſtrange Speech and an bard: Language, whoſe 
Hhords getroannetunderftand ; to an uncultiuntead Pe pia, 


ameng whom you muſt 1akt leave of many f tbe Gonve- 
tiensits and Comforts.of 'biſt;;which ure en ged in the 
eiviliaeil M rid : ii wii * — much — and incui. 
eatish. to iuſtili into them the neciſſury v n 
Knowledge, witch they are yet ignur aft of 3" 

upon Precept, 
even as Chilaren weaned from the ES and draun 
from the'Breaft. Beſides, there's dunger left. they be 
Cuftoms, they bave' roteived „ Tradition 


Nip of the Giſpel, which they will ut eaſily be #tcught 
te rencunct. They. have. alſ> as cthers haue bad; their 
National. and Hereditary Vices, which by leu cuſtom 
they haus Nen babitunted to, & bavd. been hithert5 uncon- 
vinced of \ the evil of, which ſetms as hard ti tetover 
them from, as for the Ethiopian to change his skin, 
or the Leopard: his ſpots. T'hyſe things wil nectſſury 
pat you upun much Affiduity, Watchfulneſs, and Prayer, 
that yeu may be furniſhed with the armenr af Rb A/ 
left, with knuwlcdgd, 


eſpecially that you. muy enj.y the — Protnce 


- Chriftakvays with ycu, to Guide, Krengtben, and um- 
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After the CHARGE, with thelmpoſition of Hands, 
the Reverend Mr, STEPHEN WILLIAM of © 
Long Meade in Springfield, Taking Mr. Sarge 

by the Right Hand, thus addcels'd him, — 

Reverend, and Dear Sr. 

XI R heartily rejoyce, that the God of all 

© Grace, has ſo well fitted and qualify'd you 

© for, and diſpos'd and inclined you, to undertake 

© this great and glorious Work, of carrying the Goſ- 

© pel to the Heathen ; and that he has diſpoſed and 

© -inclined ſuch a number of them to receive theGoſ- 

© peliof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And I do now 
© .reſtify, and declare to you, in the Name of the 

© Miniſters here preſent, that we look upon you, as 

© a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, duly called, and in- 


'F 2 N 
\ a7 


© troduced into the Work of the Evangelical Mini- A 


<'ſtry, and that you may be aſſured of our Prayers 
© always, and of our help and aſſiſtance ( as far as 

we are able) in the greatygood, as well as difficult, 
© and ſelf-denying SE e have ſo willingly 
engag'd in. We heartily deſire and pray, you 
© may be inſtrumental of turning mgny ts Righteouſ< 


© neſs, that ſo you may bine as the Stars for ever 
and ever, &c. 


And then he turn'd himſelf to the Houſſatonnee ; 


Indians (who ſat in a body by themſelves ). and 


ſaid, * Now my Brethren and Friends of the Houſ= j __ 
© ſatonnoc Indians, You have ſeen the Reverend 

© Mr. Sargent ſolemnly ſet apart to the Work of the 

5 Miniſtry : I ask of you, whether you williggly te- 

© ceive him, as your Teacher, and InſtruQor, in) 

© Spiritual and Divine Things? If you do, I deſire * 

* you would ſignify it, by ſtanding up? Upon } 

* which, they all roſe up, Ge. / 


N. B. That what was ſaid tothe Indians as above, was interpreted 
them Sentence by Sentence, that ſo they might all underſtand 
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